
How to make Christmas bright not hot
    The Mifflin Township Division of Fire would like to pass along 
some safety tips regarding Christmas lights this holiday season. Un-
plug electric decorations by using the gripping area provided on the 
plugs; never pull the cord to unplug a device from electrical outlets. 
Pulling on the cord can damage the cord's wire and insulation, and 
even lead to an electrical shock or fire.
    Take the time to inspect your light string for flaws. Throw out 
light sets if they have loose connections, broken or cracked sockets, 
or frayed or bare wires. Do not place a faulty set of lights back into 
the storage container. Be sure to pack lights appropriately to prevent 
the need to untangle a web of lights next year. 
    Here are some safety tips that should be practiced throughout the season.
 • Do not allow children to handle lighting products.
 • Turn off lights when asleep or away from home.
 • Never use indoor extension cords for outside lighting. 
 • Unplug light strings before changing bulbs.
 • Do not overload extension cords.
 • Do not use indoor lights outdoors.
 • Check all lights for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose connections, and   
    throw out damaged sets.
 • Replace burned-out bulbs promptly with the same wattage bulbs.
 • Always read product safety labels before product use.

-- by Fire Safety Inspector Randy Hormann of the Mifflin Township Division of Fire
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It’s fun to decorate for the winter holidays, but 
holiday decorations can increase your risk for a 
home fire. As you deck the halls this season, be 
fire smart. 

Half of holiday 
decoration fires 
happen because 
decorations are 
placed too close 
to a heat source. 

 

• Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that burns. 

• Make sure your tree is at least 3 feet away from heat sources like fireplaces, radiators, 
space heaters, candles or heat vents. 

• Get rid of your tree after Christmas or when it is dry. 

• Connect no more than three strands of mini light sets and no more than 50 bulbs for 
screw-in light sets. 

 
 
 
 

  


